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ROCKET MEN
Lawyer and son attempt to salvage the Space Age

By DOUGLAS S. MALAN

Tucked away in an old dairy barn in
Litchfield are the remnants of a bygone

era. These are not tributes to the state’s
agrarian past but rather a collective homage
to the Space Age and the many sectors of
society it influenced.

Parked outside the barn on attorney
John Kleeman’s property is the newest
addition—a dilapidated 40-foot rocket res-

cued from the Arizona desert. In the 1960s,
it was secured to a flatbed trailer and used
to promote the California-based Luer Meat
Packing Co.; the rocket featured a 24-seat,
16 mm movie theater and a vibrating floor.

Now, it is part of a growing collection of
items that Kleeman and his son, Peter, are
planning to showcase as the Space Age
Museum, once the adequate funding can be

located.
“We like objects that capsulize the idea of

space flight, that romantic idea of spacemen
standing on a vast plain on some planet in
the solar system,” said John Kleeman, who
balances his museum initiative with a full
workload as a country lawyer practicing
mostly business and real estate law. “These
are artifacts from a very important time in
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Peter Kleeman traveled to the Arizona desert to rescue this 40-foot rocket that was used in the 1960s to promote the California-
based Luer Meat Packing Co. 
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